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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Order Instituting Rulemaking Regarding Policies, Rulemaking 06-03-004
Procedures and Rules for the California Solar Initiative, (Filed March 2, 2006)
the Self-Generation Incentive Program and Other
Distributed Generation Issues.

REPLY COMMENTS OF THE SOLAR ALLIANCE, THE CALIFORNIA SOLAR
ENERGY INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION, AND THE VOTE SOLAR INITIATIVE ON
THE PROPOSED OPINION MODIFYING DECISION 06-08-028 REGARDING

INDEPENDENT PERFORMANCE MONITORING AND REPORTING
REQUIREMENTS

Pursuant to Rule 14.3 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, the
California Solar Energy Industries Association (CAL SEIA), the Vote Solar Initiative, and the
Solar Alliance (hereinafter, the Joint Solar Parties) respectfully submit these reply comments
which respond to comments on the proposed decision of President Peevey entitled Opinion
Modifying Decision 06-08-028 regarding the Independent Monitoring and Reporting

Requirements (Proposed Decision) filed by parties on January 07, 2008."

The Joint Solar Parties appreciate the opportunity to submit these reply comments
for consideration. As mentioned in our opening comments, the Joint Solar Parties strongly
support the Proposed Decision’s removal of the independence requirement which, prior to this
order, precluded entities affiliated with a CSI incentive recipient, solar installers, or solar

manufacturers from providing the Performance Monitoring and Reporting Service (PMRS)

" CAL SEIA and the Vote Solar Initiative have given permission to the Solar Alliance’s counsel to sign
this document on their behalf.



required under the California Solar Initiative (CSI) Program. The Joint Solar Parties believe that
no party to the proceeding has offered persuasive evidence that contradicts the Proposed
Decision’s conclusion that formulation of rigorous data quality standards under the third party
Performance Data Provider (PDP) proposal contained in the Proposed Decision will make the
independence requirement unnecessary. Accordingly, the Joint Solar Parties strongly support the
Proposed Decision and request the Commission approve the Proposed Decision as soon as

possible.

I. DISCUSSION

The Joint Solar Parties strongly agree with the Proposed Decision’s common-
sense approach to increasing competition in the market for PMRS while ensuring accurate
reporting of system performance, by removing the independence requirement and formulating
rigorous PDP standards. This outcome is firmly in line with the CSI’s goal of creating a self-
sufficient solar energy market as it removes a barrier to competition which is no longer necessary
to ensure data quality. This increased competition will lower system costs and, thereby, promote

the success of the CSI.

In their comments, Fat Spaniel Technologies, Inc. and Energy Recommerce, Inc.
(Fat Spaniel) argue that the Proposed Decision is not supported by substantial evidence.” Fat
Spaniel’s arguments concerning the state of the record on this matter are without merit. The
Proposed Decision carefully describes the rationale for making what is essentially a policy
change in the CSI program rules. This decision was based upon the record developed following

the filing of a petition for modification on March 5, 2007 by various parties, including the Joint

? See Fat Spaniel Comments, p. 3.



Solar Parties and developed as a result of a September 4, 2007, Administrative Law Judge’s
ruling requesting further comments. The Proposed Decision provides clear guidance on the
process going forward to further refine the PDP proposal and seek approval of the final product
from the Commission. Thus, the record on this matter fully supports the actions taken by the

Commission on this matter.

Fat Spaniel also advances the argument that the Commission should not change
its policy on independence without the benefit of the study ordered in D.07-07-028 because Fat
Spaniel believes that the purpose of the study “was to determine the cost of monitoring and

3
”? However, the

reporting services and particularly the impact of independence on that market.
Commission ordered the Program Administrators (PAs) to commission such a study to “inform
future decision making with regards to metering accuracy, monitoring and reporting
requirements, and system eligibility.”4 This arose out of a desire for clarity over “incremental
cost differences between different types of meters, levels of metering accuracy, and the cost of
monitoring and reporting services.” There is no mention in the D.07-07-028 that the report is
aimed at determining “the impact of independence on that market” as Fat Spaniel purports.
Thus, the lack of such a report should not delay the Commission’s approval of the Proposed

Decision, as it has no real bearing on the Proposed Decision’s removal of the independence

requirement.

The Joint Solar Parties support the California Center for Sustainable Energy’s

(CCSE) proposal to convene three workshops within sixty days after the date of the final

’ Fat Spaniel Comments, p. 2.
*D. 07-07-028, p. 9.
> 1d. at p. 8.



decision to resolve the issues described by CCSE in its comments.°

II. CONCLUSION

The Joint Solar Parties appreciate the opportunity to submit these reply comments

on the Proposed Decision. The Joint Solar Parties strongly support the Proposed Decision and

request that the Commission approve the PD as soon as possible.

Respectfully submitted this January 14, 2008 at San Francisco, California.

3326/001/X95882.v1
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jwimbley@csd.ca.gov eah@cpuc.ca.gov edward.randolph@asm.ca.gov

RACHEL MCMAHON Jaclyn Marks PAYAM NARVAND

rachel@ceert.org jm3@cpuc.ca.gov pnarvand@energy.state.ca.us

SCOTT BLAISING Jane Whang RAND BERKE

blaising@braunlegal.com jiw@cpuc.ca.gov rberke@csd.ca.gov

SMITA GUPTA Jay Morse SANFORD MILLER

Sgupta@energy.state.ca.us jxm@cpuc.ca.gov smiller@energy.state.ca.us

MARK RAWSON Jeanne Clinton Zaida Amaya-Pineda

mrawson@smud.org cln@cpuc.ca.gov zca@cpuc.ca.gov

STEPHEN FRANTZ Judith Ikle

sfrantz@smud.org jci@cpuc.ca.gov

MATT TENNIS Julie A. Fitch PUC/X95894.v1

abcstatelobbyist@sbcglobal.net f2@cpuc.ca.gov

KAREN LINDH Lisa Paulo

karen@klindh.com Ip1@cpuc.ca.gov

THOMAS P. TENORIO Maryam Ebke

Tenorio@sunset.net meb@cpuc.ca.gov

JIM MASKREY Melicia Charles

jmaskrey@sopogy.com mvc@cpuc.ca.gov

DONALD BROOKHYSER Merideth Sterkel

deb@a-klaw.com mts@cpuc.ca.gov

CATHIE ALLEN Nicolas L. Chaset

californiadockets@pacificorp.com nlc@cpuc.ca.gov

KYLE L. DAVIS Noel Obiora

kyle.l.davis@pacificorp.com nao@cpuc.ca.gov
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